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The Ontario Northwest Retreads chapter hosted this
years provincial rally, and it was a resounding success!
Approximately 170 rally attendees enjoyed the sights
and sounds of Thunder Bay and area during their stay
here.

Organized rides were set up to give riders a chance to
see all of the unique and varied attractions that are
found in northwestern Ontario, from canyons and lake
shores to our very own “Niagara Falls of the North”
Kakabeka Falls.

There were rides for ice cream (naturally!) and on
Wednesday local members Ken and Joanne hosted a BBQ
lunch out at their camp at One Island Lake.

The BBQ was
marred only slightly
when the sky opened
up and drenched the
riders on their way
back to the hotel after
lunch. But the
dampness was
forgotten when the
pizza’s started to be
delivered for our very
own version of “Pizza
in the Parking Lot”.
Everyone had a great
time wandering
around chatting and
meeting new friends.

The 2011 Provincial Rally will be
hosted by the Ontario Kawartha
Retreads on July 19 to 21, 2011 in
Peterborough. Start making plans
to attend, it promises to be a good
one! Home cooked buffet…mmm!



These Dates and Locations
are subject to change so

please check the event web
sites for any last minute

changes.

Hey,
Has anyone checked out my latest five minutes of fame??? You guys may think

that my bike is a bit ugly but how many of us have had our bikes featured in an
international biker magazine….??? Check out the August 2010 issue of Motorcycle
Cruiser magazine!

Rides
and

Rallies

Aug 7th, 2010 - 11th Annual 100,000 Foot Ride, Denver, Colorado
Aug 10, 2010 - 4th Annual Quintan Campbell Memorial Camp Quality Ride, leaves Thunder Bay Harley at 5:45pm
Aug 11 – 15th - International Women Riders Congress and Festival, Huntsville, Ontario
Aug 13, 2010 - Friday the 13th in Port Dover, Ontario
Aug 14, 2010 - Hearst Poker Run & Party, Hurst, Ontario H.O.G. Chapter
Aug 21, 2010 - Motors and Muscles, at Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson, Thunder Bay, Ontario
Aug 26th, 2010 - Military Police National Motorcycle Relay Ride, meet at Thunder Bay Armouries

Sept 11, 2010 - Observation Ride & CORN ROAST/BBQ , at Mike Foreman’s Estate
Sept 10 – 26 - Motorcycle Cannonball Coast to Coast Vintage Motorcycle Race
Sept 18, 2010 - Toys for Tots, Thunder Bay, Ontario

October 22 - Harley Owner Group Bike-Tober Fest Steak Dinner @ the P.A. Prosvita Hall

Nov 6, 2010 - Thunder Bay HOG Chapter’s 20th Birthday Party @ the Victoria Inn-Chicago Joe’s

Dec 4, 2010 - Merry Motorcycle Christmas Party Dinner and Dance @ Prince Arthur Hotel
Dec 24, 2010 - Thunder Bay Harley’s Christmas Eve Party – at Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson



Local Motorcycle Clubs
of Northwestern Ontario

Thunder Bay Director:
Mike Foreman

Website:
www.thunderbayhog.com/

Thunder Bay Chapter Rep:
Joe McEachern

Website:
www.onwretreads.ca/

Thunder Bay President:
Mike McCooeye

Website:
www.bondslave.ca

Mid America Motorcycle Association
Website:

www.mamathunderbay .com

Local clubs and members

thereof are
welcome to

submit

materia
l for this Club News

page. Otherw
ise all you get is

what I come up with
.

Here is a little bit of club trivia for you:

It is now official…. The Ontario Northwest Chapter
of the Retreads is the largest chapter in Canada!

At 240 members, and still growing, we are making
lots of new friends here in our little corner of the
country.

Finding a restaurant for our monthly breakfasts is
starting to become a problem but we are bringing lots
of members out for our fun get-to-gathers.

Retreads Ride to Eat . . . Right?

Well, one of our favourite eating
places is open again. Silver
Mountain Station now has new
owners and is open for business.
Their Grand Opening was July 30th

and 31st and Aug 1st, which a few of
us missed, but if you get a chance
take a ride out and test out their
menu.

Cushman Scooters Rally - Sturgis, South Dakota

How would you like to meet these Bad Boys coming down
the highway?

More than 1,000 members of the Cushman Club of
America (CCA) found their way to Sturgis, SD, this year
during the week of June 13-18 for the group’s 2010 national
rally. It was the biggest CCA rally ever. Owners of these
scooters don’t usually make it to a lot of rallies, these babies
aren’t really made for interstates. However, on one of their
day rides 140 of the Rough Riders ran the pigtail bridges of
Iron Mountain Road and enjoyed the sights and sounds of
the Black Hills.



Are you a “Good” rider?

I haven’t been riding for too many
years, yet for a while there I thought
that I was a pretty good rider.
However the more I ride the more I’m
starting to think that I am just an
“okay” rider, not necessarily a good
rider.

That’s not to say that I am a “bad”
rider, I try not to speed too often, I’ve
had my share of close calls with
vehicles as we all have but haven’t
crashed yet (touch wood!).

When passing other vehicles I try to

be careful and take a few extra seconds to
make sure that a) I have time to get around
safely, and b) that there is room in front of the
vehicle being passed for me to pull back into
line. As an aside, it is unfortunate that you still
see some riders not being more careful in their
passing manoeuvres.

I’m not afraid of traffic but do try to be
careful when in the midst of two hundred
cars, trucks and transports screaming down
the interstate at 80 miles an hour. This is one of
those situations where speed can be your
friend because you’re going to want to be
traveling at the same speed or “slightly” faster
than the majority of the traffic around you so
that you can maintain control of the situation
around you.

Highly technical roads prove to be a
challenge to me too. We rode and survived the
Dragon this year where you have 20 mph
hairpin turn after hairpin turn and I would
never win a race through a course like that. On
the other hand my cruiser was never designed
to be a canyon-carver and I also know that
there is only about ½” difference between
dragging a peg and dragging my engine
guard. And we all know that dragging hard
parts of your bike is never a good thing.

Nick Ienatsch covered a few rider survival
tips in a recent article on the Sport Rider web

Multiple accidents just waiting to happen.



site and I thought that I would share a couple of
them here.

Survival Tip #1: Trust no one! Learn to rely on
only one person – yourself. Be aware of the
vehicles around you and remember that if there
is a vehicle in sight then chances are that driver
is going to try and do something to kill you.
Whether it is to stop suddenly in front of you,
pull out from a side road in front of you, make
a left turn in front of you, change lanes in front
of you cutting in too close, tailgating you too
closely, or whatever. The scenarios are endless,
just know that you can’t let you guard down for
a minute.

Survival Tip #2: Be Defensive – Be Aggressive!
Combining defensive tactics and aggressive
riding will create a riding portfolio that will
weather any storm. The secret is knowing when
to use each of the tactics.

Defensive riding means being aware of your
space and maintaining that space by
positioning yourself in the surrounding traffic.
Aggressive riding is much less a way of riding
than an applied technique to be exercised only
occasionally. As motorcyclists, we must put
ourselves in view, and sometimes that means
using a bit of aggressive throttle to come up
even with a drivers window to keep yourself
visible. Simply put, sometimes slowing down is
extremely dangerous and some aggressive
acceleration or lane changing is called for.

Create your own traffic destiny. Always make
sure you have an escape route. The first time
you become lethargic about your riding will be
the time somebody parks a Suburban in your
lap at 60 miles per hour!

So, are you a good rider? We all can be if we
practice our riding and survival skills. Find an
empty parking lot and practice your braking
skills, practice your countersteering, practice
glances in your mirrors, practice your shoulder
checks, always use your turn signals and get
used to cancelling them.

Improving our knowledge and skills will
hopefully make us all good riders.



"Retreads Corner"

Meet in the Middle Ride

On Sunday July 25th a dozen
of us from Thunder Bay took a
ride to Dryden to meet up
with our new friends from the
Winnipeg Chapter of the
Canadian Motorcycle Cruisers.

Here are a few more photos from the rally…

Even the rainy days had a happy ending!Setting sun on the Nor’Westers.

Did I mention that Ellen and I
are going to see Ian Anderson, of
the band Jethro Tull obviously, in
October? He is only one of the
greatest musicians in the world!
Unfortunately I won’t be able to
ride to Kalamazoo Michigan, but
I’m still looking forward to a
great concert!

The weather was excellent, we rode from Thunder Bay and
made it as far as Gary’s Truck Stop where we stopped for
Second Breakfast. A few of the riders gassed up and had to turn
around and head back home as they had other commitments
that day. The rest of us headed on to Dryden where we met up
with the lone Winnipeg CMC rider Heather Weiler (on her
Ducati) and Greg McKee of Dryden. We had a great lunch,
shared a lot of laughs getting to know each other and then had to
part ways for all of us to get back home. I hope we can try this
again one day and get some more riders out.


